
Arnos Park Action Group 
Email:  info@arnospark.org.uk 
Website:  www.arnospark.org.uk 

 
APAG MEETING minutes:  Mon 21st Sept 2009 

 

                                                                                                                                                      Action 

Present: Barry McLeod (BM) -chair,  Jackie Freeman (JF)-minutes, Sahel Craig (SC), tracey 
Ghali (TG), Elizabeth Ellis (EE) 

Apologies: Ken Taylor (KT), Becky Thoburn (BT), Gary Brentnall (from BCC)  

Next Meeting: Next meeting Tues 10th Nov  7.30pm -  Arnos Manor Hotel  

REPORTS 

Treasurer (KT) 
Current balance is £778.16 
 

 
 
 

Fund Raising Team (BM) 
YANSEC bid BM to chase feedback 
  
Open Spaces (Grass Roots) £1k or use the Community Transformation Funds 
BM still to apply/discuss with EC and check BCC are willing to match fund funding for 
structured youth interaction of a decorated bench (‘Once’ group)..  BM to contact council 
person who has done this work before. 
 
Bristol Play Pathfinder investment programme 
No further updates 
 
Section 106 funding 
No news whether PM has met with Peter Wilkinson (BCC) to discuss in more detail.  JF to 
chase. 
 
Marks & Spencer Green Bag scheme (Community Spaces/Groundwork) 
JF has had no reply from local Groundwork Trust about applying for funding.  Relook at 
applying in April 2010. 
 
Bench(es) & Bins! 
All annoyed that these have not been installed. BM/BT to write to council + JN 
 
Police Community Funding 
SC to investigate the Polices funding of community projects to find out how much is available 
and what it could be spent on. 
 
Bristol NHS grant  
BT/JF/EE considering applying for funding community growing areas. Tight deadline. 
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SC 
 
 
 

BT/JF/EE 

PR / Publicity:    
All agreed this needs to be improved as the turn out for the Youth day was not as good as 
anticipated.  EE and SC expressed an interest in writing press releases for events/finding 
useful contacts.  JF to give SC the contacts list we have at present. 
 
Noticeboard has had its plastic removed. BM to ask council if they removed it and whether it 
is to be replaced. 
 

 
EE/SC/JF 



Youth links:   
Mobile skate park/climbing tower were not used for Youth day event. All still thought them a 
good idea. Maybe use in the future? Maybe use for the new play park launch?  Needs 
discussion with Emma 
 
BM to chase whether PM has investigated informal/rustic seating in the basket ball area.   

 
 
 
 
 

BM 

Cemetery links / development:  Peter Main (PM) 
No news from PM re decision to reverse the boundary position/ state of the park boundary 
area after the fence contractors had finished the work.  PM still to ask about the possibility of 
a path to give greater access to the cemetery gate. BM to chase 
 
Rachel Scolfield (Cemetery Trust) has emailed about their newsletter to be emailed round to 
anyone interested.  JF emailed members on the APAG list to ask if they’d like to be included. 
 

 
BM 

 

Neighbourhood Partnerships  

Environmental Rep: Becky Thoburn (BT) 
Path from Withleigh/Somerset Rd drainage BM/BT to chase again. Similarly, no more info re 
plans for park/tarmac area by playground – it will probably be incorporated into the new play 
area.  BM/BT to chase again 
 
No news re PP liaising with St. Anne’s, Holymead & Hillcrest schools to begin project work 
around bird/bat boxes.  JF still needs to try and produce a map of where they are.  PP still to 
talk to library (Kate Davenport?) re: possibility of bat boxes& CDs for hire for use in park. 
Could ask to link with a talk from someone knowledgable from BCC/cemetery.  EE to 
investigate 
 
BT has informed council of saplings growing on Kings Road wall again (costly repairs) – need 
to chase. 
 

 
BM/BT 

 
 
 

PP/JF 
 
 

EE 
 
 

BM/BT 

Event co-ordination team: Emma Channon (EC)/Steve Pearce (SP) 
Thanks to Emma (EC) and all helpers re the summers events.  Have probably made a slight 
loss on the Youth day but approx. £100 profit on the school choir/BEC eve.  Agreed that 
publicity needs to tighten up/be closer to the event.  TG mentioned that walking round with 
donation buckets was useful. 
 
EC still to clarify the role & cost of ‘Once’ 
 
EC still to liaise with local groups (i.e. scout/young people’s military groups) in the area to 
invite them to create informal play spaces in the woods and help them achieve their Duke of 
Edinburgh awards.  
 
All agreed that it would be nice to hold an event in each season to encourage people into the 
park in all weathers.  Discussion of carols/nightglow for Autumn/winter. Possibly postpone 
mini beast hunt until spring and link in with the play park launch? 
 
BT keen to set up volunteer days to promote food in park/litter clearing/creating informal play 
spaces. Needs to discuss with EC/SP re insurance etc or consider using BTCV. 
 
EE mentioned that ‘art in the park’ was popular in other parks and might be simple to arrange. 
 
BM once again kindly agreed to print posters/flyers for any planned events. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
EC 
 
EC 
 
 
 
 
TG/BT/ 
JF 

AOB 
All agreed that more action was required by BCC and councillors as we have had no 
feedback.  BM/BT to write letter/email detailing our issues/concerns 
 
EE has made contact with Gary Brentnall from BCC parks re planting an apple tree at the top 
of the park near the path to Somerset Road. To meet him on Sunday for an informal 
discussion and liaise with Becky (BT) 

 
BM/BT 

 


